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Christmas countdown checklist
Tick off a few jobs each week and Christmas will almost plan itself

OCTOBER

Set your Christmas

budget

Write your gift list (use

the gift tracker)

Check diaries and plan

who's hosting when

Book Santa visits, pantos

and Christmas days out

Start buying a few gifts

each week

Order personalised gifts

early

NOVEMBER

Check Royal Mail's last

posting dates

Bag Black Friday

bargains (on your list

only!)

Order or make advent

calendars

Buy cards, wrap, tape

and tags

Book your Christmas food

delivery slot

Plan your Christmas Eve

box

DECEMBER

Put up the tree and

decorations

Write and post cards

Wrap as you go (a few a

night!)

Order the turkey or main

dish

Confirm plans and

timings with family

Christmas Eve: relax,

you've got this!

Key dates for 2026

Sun 25 Oct Clocks go back

Fri 27 Nov Black Friday

Tue 1 Dec Advent calendars start!

Fri 25 Dec Christmas Day

_________ Last posting date (2nd class)

_________ Last posting date (1st class)

_________ Last food delivery slot

_________ School breaks up
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Christmas gift tracker
Keep every gift idea, budget and purchase in one place

Who Gift idea Budget Bought Wrapped Spent

Total spent: £__________ Gift budget: £__________
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Christmas budget planner
Decide what to spend before you start, and track it as you go

Category Budget Spent Difference

Gifts

Food and drink

Christmas Day extras

Decorations

Cards and postage

Wrapping paper and tags

Days out and activities

Outfits and Christmas jumpers

Advent calendars

Christmas Eve boxes

Travel

Other

TOTAL

Money-saving ideas we're trying this year
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Christmas cards and post
Who's on the list this year, and have they been sent?

Name Address / email Card Gift Sent

Tip: check Royal Mail's last recommended posting dates in November, especially for post going overseas.
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Christmas food planner
Menus, shopping and who's bringing what

Christmas Eve

Breakfast

Lunch

Dinner

Treats

Christmas Day

Breakfast

Lunch

Dinner

Treats

Boxing Day

Breakfast

Lunch

Dinner

Treats

Shopping list

Who's bringing What Sorted

Turkey/main collected or delivered on: ______________    Timings sorted?
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Our family Christmas
Traditions, festive plans and memories to look back on

Our festive bucket list

Christmas lights walk

Watch a Christmas film in PJs

Bake Christmas biscuits

Visit a Christmas market

Make a homemade decoration

Christmas Eve box

Donate to a food bank or toy appeal

Write letters to Santa

Go to a panto

Christmas jumper day

Hot chocolate and board games night

Drive round to see the lights

This year's best moment Funniest thing that happened

Best present given and received Next year, let's...
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